CAMPAIGN 2008

     The National Right to Life (NRL) charged that, when Senator Obama was in the Illinois Senate in 2001, 2002, and 2003, he chaired Illinois Senate committee meetings that voted down the Born-Alive Infant Protection Act, an act that would protect an infant accidentally  born alive during an abortion.  He claimed the wording was different than the law that later was passed by the US Congress.  When the NRL insisted, Obama said, “I hate to say that people are lying, but here’s a situation where folks are lying.”  On August 25 the independent group FactCheck.org confirmed that the NRL was right and Obama was misrepresenting the contents of SB02 (Choose Life (Sept-Oct. 2008).
     Obama has said that his first act as president would be to sign the Freedom of Choice Act into law.  This act would eliminate any of the minor restrictions that have been placed on abortion (no partial birth abortions, the need for parental consent, etc.).  He would also enable US agencies overseas to promote abortions.

     On May 14, Senator Obama was endorsed by NARAL Pro-Choice America.  Acknowledging the endorsement, the senator said he was “proud to accept” it and then declared that abortion is “a fundamental civil right that I’ve fought to protect” (The Examiner, 5.15.08:13). Nancy Keenan, NARAL Pro-Choice America president, spoke at the Democratic National Convention on Aug. 25.
     After Senator Clinton suspended her campaign, Emily’s List joined NARAL Pro-Choice America in endorsing Obama. At the convention, she spoke at an Emily’s list event followed by Michelle Obama (WP, 8.27.08: A16). 

     On July 7 Planned Parenthood endorsed Senator Obama for president.  This is only the second time Planned Parenthood has endorsed a presidential candidate.  The first time was in 2004 when they endorsed Senator John Kerry. “The Planned Parenthood Action Fund is proud to endorse Barack Obama for President.”   On July 8 the senator promised, “As president, I’ll make sure women have access to [abortion]” and added, “I thank you for your endorsement and your leadership” (Life News, 7.8.08). On Aug.25 at the convention “Planned Parenthood hosted a dance party called “Sex, Politics and Cocktails” (WP, 8.26.08: A16).   On Aug. 26, Cecile Richards addressed the women’s caucus at the convention.  

     On September 16 the National Organization for Women Political Action Committee (NOW PAC) “with great enthusiasm” endorsed Senator Obama on  NPR’s “Morning Edition.” 

     According to NARAL Pro-Choice’s website: “In his 25 years in Congress, Sen. McCain has voted anti-choice 125 times out of 130 opportunities including votes against birth control, measures that would protect women and doctors from violence at health clinics, and for funding teen-pregnancy-prevention programs. He calls for overturning Roe v. Wade” (prochoiceamerica.org). Additionally, the Planned Parenthood Action Fund, Planned Parenthood’s PAC, “has given the senator a zero percent lifetime voting rating on women’s issues” and “has started distributing material advertising that McCain supports overturning Roe v. Wade…and has opposed federal funding for comprehensive sex education at home and family planning overseas” as the Washington Post benignly puts it (6.12.08: A6). The Fund also “plans to raise $10 million to influence the… campaign” (Wall Street Journal on line, 6.23.08).

     “I have a 25-year pro-life record in the Senate….This presidency will have pro-life policies,” (Senator McCain responding to a question during Pastor Rick Warren’s “Faith Forum” at Saddleback Church in Lake Forest, CA, 8.16.08). At that event, Senator McCain said “unborn children deserve human rights at the moment of conception.” Senator Obama said the “issue [was] ‘above [his] pay grade’” (WP, 8.17.08: A8).

     In our Feb. 2008 issue, we noted Senator McCain’s support for ESCR.

Senator McCain’s campaign website, however, under “Issues” reads, in part:  “As President, John McCain will strongly support funding for promising research programs, including amniotic fluid and adult stem cell research and other types of scientific studies that do not involve the use of human embryos.” (italics added).  Senator Obama’s website under “additional Issues” and then under “Science” reads, in part: “ Human embryonic stem cells have great potential….An Obama  Administration will reverse the Bush Administration’s ban on federal funding for embryonic stem cell research on cell lines created after August 9, 2001 by executive order and will allow all scientists to participate in this important new field, in accord with the rigorous ethical guidelines proposed by the National Research Council.”

     On July 3, Senator McCain visited the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe on the outskirts of Mexico City. Our Lady of Guadalupe is known as the patron saint of the pro-life movement, in part, because her miraculously preserved image indicates that she is pregnant. 

     “Mr. Biden is Roman Catholic, giving him appeal to [some in] that important voting bloc, though he favors abortion rights” (nyt.com, 8.24.08).  In his early years in the Senate he was pro-life (Russert interview, Catholic.org (8.23.2008). 
     Senator Joseph Biden received a 0 percent pro-life voting record from the NRLC for 2007-2008. Douglas Johnson, legislator director for the NRLC notes that Biden “has not voted on the pro-life side on any issue since 2003. Unlike Senator Obama, “he has supported the Hyde Amendment and some other laws to prevent tax funding of abortions” and has voted for the partial-birth abortion ban. In 2002, he voted for the Born Alive Infants Protection Act. That year in the Illinois Legislature, Obama voted against a similar bill. Biden also “led the charge,” as he himself, put it, “against Bork, Roberts, Alito and Thomas” (Life News, 8.23.08).

     Governor Sarah Palin has been a member of Feminists for Life (FFL) since 2006  (feministsforlife.org, 8.29.08). “I am Pro-life and have never wavered in my belief in the sanctity of every human life,” the governor has said (NRLC, op.cit.). She opposes abortion “even [sic] in cases of rape or incest” (WP, 10.1.08: A7). Asked by CBS’s Katy Couric on 9.30.08 if her opposition “to abortion rights [sic] would extend even to a 15-year-old who had been raped by her father,” she said that “she would counsel that person to choose life despite horrific, horrific circumstances.”   Like Senator Biden she believes “that life starts at the moment of conception” (ibid.). Unlike Senator Biden, she doesn’t appear to confuse that scientific fact with her religious beliefs. On September 2, she was awarded the 2008 Republican National Coalition for Life “Life of the Party” award in St Paul at the Republican National Convention. (“Palin Weathering Storms: Accepting Pro-Life Award, specialguests.com).

     “We believe in a strong defense, work, faith, service, a culture of life, personal responsibility, the rule of law, and judges who dispense justice impartially and don’t legislate from the bench” (from Senator McCain’s 9.4.08 acceptance speech as the Republican presidential nominee, WP, 9.5.08: A33).

     At the Republican Convention, a campaign button was seen to read, “Thank you W.”  Beneath these words were photos of Chief Justice Roberts and Justice Alito. Senator Obama voted for neither (WP, 10.6.08:A2).
THE COURTS
     On May 20 in Richmond, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 4th Circuit for the second time, ruled by a vote of two Clinton appointed judges to a vote of one Bush Sr. appointed judge that “Virginia’s Partial Birth Infanticide Act of 2003” was unconstitutional.  The majority claimed that Virginia’s law is stricter than the ban upheld by the Supreme Court and that an abortionist could accidentally perform a partial-birth abortion while performing a standard dilation and extraction abortion, thus breaking the law. Dissenting judge, Paul V. Niemeyer wrote: “With a troubling opinion, the majority now seeks to circumvent the Supreme Court’s ruling in Gonzalaez v. Carhart” and “that Virginia’s statute is virtually identical to the federal statute” The accidental case referred to above “ would occur in a tiny percentage of cases and that doctors who did not intend to violate the law would be protected. “According to The Center for Reproduc-tive Rights, 16 of 27 state PBA bans have been permanently struck down (WP, 5.21.08: A1, A16; msnbc.com, 5.20.08). However the state will ask that the full court reconsider the three judge decision (WP 5.30.08: B4).

     By a 7 to 4 vote, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 8th Circuit “ruled that South Dakota can begin enforcing a law requiring doctors to tell women seeking abortions that the procedure ends a human life.” The ruling affects the Sioux Falls Planned Parenthood abortion” facility, the only one in the state (WP, 6.28.08: A2).

     In August Mexico’s Supreme Court “upheld legal abortion” for Mexico City. Abortion would be “allowed without limitations in the first trimester.” The Calderon administration “had appealed the [abortion] law to the high court” 8.29.08: A8).

QUOTEWORTHY

     “We assert the inherent dignity and sanctity of all human life and affirm that the unborn child has a fundamental individual right to life which cannot be infringed.  We support a human life amendment to the Constitution” (from the Republican Party’s 2008 platform adopted September 1. 

     “Just as Catholic voters are not asked to leave aside the most deeply held moral convictions of our faith when they enter a voting booth, so Catholic elected officials are not asked to deposit the moral and ethical convictions at the door of Congress or at the State Assembly where they serve” (Archbishop Donald Wuerl of Washington in “Reflections Again on Faith and Public Life,” Catholic Standard, 5.1.08:5). On October 21, 2008, the Conference of Catholic Bishops released a statement that said, “Reversing it [Roe v. Wade] is not a mere political tactic, but a moral imperative for Catholics and others who respect human life.
     “Am I required in a democracy to conform my efforts in the political arena to his [Senator Obama’s] bloody notion of what is right with regard to the lives of tiny babies?” (Dr. James Dobson, chairman of Focus on the Family (WP, 6.25.08: A4).

     “Speaker Pelosi can campaign for abortion all she likes, but to do so as an ‘ardent, practicing Catholic’ is to invite a stiff correction.  Americans still value truth in advertising, and know that words have meanings.  ‘Catholic’ means pro-life” (Father Thomas D. Williams, “Don’t Blame the Bishops” [seven of whom corrected Pelosi’s inaccurate remarks regarding Catholic teaching on abortion during a recent “Meet the Press” interview] nationalreview.com, 8.29.08).

     “…the pro-choice radicalism held by [Edward] Kennedy and many others—the absolute elevation of individual autonomy over the rights of the weak—has enabled the new eugenics.  It has also created a moral conflict at the heart of the Democratic Party.  If traditional Democratic ideology means anything, it is the assertion that America is a single moral community that includes everyone.  How can this vision possibly be reconciled with the elimination of children with Down syndrome from American society?” (Michael Gerson, “Trig’s [Trig Palen’s] Breakthrough,” WP, 9.10.08: A15).

     “…the best reading of the accumulated data [on the death penalty as a deterrent] is that they do not establish a deterrent effect of the death penalty” (Cass R. Sunstein (Harvard Law School) and Justin Wolfers (Wharton School), “A Death Penalty Puzzle: The Murky evidence for and Against Deterrence,” WP, 6.30.08: A11).  
LEXIS




     In 2006 the Oregon Department of Human Services determined that it would begin referring to “Physician assisted suicide” as “physician assisted death,” on official reports because advocates said the original wording was “offensive to those who kill themselves under the statute” (Life News 10.17.06).

STEM CELL RESEARCH 

AND CLONING

     Konrad Hochedlinger, Harvard stem cell researcher and colleagues “have helped  iPSCs (induced pluripotent stem cells) [ethically created] overcome one of the big hurdles for embryonic stem cell research by turning the adult stem cells[used to create iPSCs] into an embryonic-like state without forming tumors” (LifeNews.com, 9.26.08). Their research was reported in the 9.25.08 online issue of Science  “This is the latest in a line of studies showing that the practical problems associated with using ‘reprogrammed’ adult cells are rapidly being solved,” UFL Advisory board member Richard Doerflinger, Associate Director of the USCCB Pro-Life Activities Secretariat said of the Hochedlinger team’s work (WP, 9.26.08: A17). “But Hochedlinger and others” still maintain that destructive SCR should be continued as well as ASCR and “reprogrammed adult” cell research, “because it remains far from clear which will eventually prove most effective” (WP, op. cit.). 

     Douglas A. Melton, co-director of the Harvard Stem Cell Institute, recently led a team of researchers who converted “a common cell in the pancreas [of adult mice] into the more precious insulin producing ones that diabetics need to survive.”  They have “transformed one type of fully developed adult cell directly into another inside living animal[s]. It’s kind of an extreme makeover of a cell…. We achieved a … re-purposing …of cells from one type to another,” Melton said. The procedure, therefore, “skip[s] the intermediary step of iPS cells and directly transform[s] adult cells.” Melton added, “The goal is to create cells that are missing or defective in people.” Richard Doerflinger saw no moral problem in this.  “This is a ‘win-win’ situation for medicine and ethics….This adds to the large and growing list of studies helping to make embryonic stem cells irrelevant to medical progress.”  The team’s work was described on line in the 8.27.08 Nature (WP, 8.27.08: A1, A6).

      An Iranian state sponsored facility, the Royan stem cell institute in Tehran “does research on human embryonic stem cells. ‘Our religious authorities have decided that we can do research on fetuses until 4 months old” (Nasser Aghdami of the institute qtd. in WP, 6.6.08: A16). “ Iranian…biological researchers are pushing the boundaries of stem cell research,” the WP reports (ibid.).

     “From a Wall Street perspective, adult stem cells are a much better investment [than ESC], Stephen Dunn of Dawson James Securities, (Boca Raton, FLA) told CNN” in August 2006. (Life News, 8.9.06.
PERTINENT TITLES

     Carl Anderson (Supreme Knight of the Knights of Columbus), A Civilization Of Love: “The Book applies Catholic social values and the idea of a ‘culture of love’ to issues like immigration, business ethics, globalization, abortion, euthanasia and the role of the family”(Laura Jamison, Catholic Standard ); “a book brimming with insights into the transforming power of Christian faith (Robert P. George, Princeton University).
     Nikolas Rose. The Politics of Life Itself: Biomedicine, Power, and Subjectivity in the Twenty first Century. Princeton UP, 2007 rev. John Dupre Lancet, 8.30.08 vol.372.

CULTURE OF LIFE
      Agata Mroz, diagnosed with terminal Leukemia “postponed a bone marrow transplant” for the sake of her unborn baby. Ms. Mroz died in early June after having given birth to the baby, a girl, in April (Catholic World News, LifeSite News, 6.13.08; SPUC News, 6.17.08). She was a well-known athlete and a member of Poland’s All Europe championship volley-ball team (Google, Passim).

     In early May, Harvard Right to Life mailed out “opt–out” cards to the university student body for the benefit of those who are unwilling to help pay for abortions with their annual student fees (“Opt Out Fee for Abortion Urged,” The Harvard Crimson, 5.15.08: A1, A5).

MEMBERSHIP NEWS

     Frank Beckwith (Philosophy, and Church-State Studies, Baylor) was a plenary speaker at “Imagining Justice: The City of God and the 21st Century Global Political Order,” a conference held at the University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, 10.17,18.08).

     UFL Advisory Board, member Richard Doerflinger, Associate Director of the US Bishops’ Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities, spoke at a Respect Life Month event facilitated by Frank Zapatka (Emeritus, American U., Literature) at St. Ann’s Academy, Washington, DC (10.2.08).  Richard presented an overview of the Nov. 2007 document, “Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship: A Call to Political Responsibility from The Catholic Bishops of the United States.” Frank also arranged for Ms. Christa Lopiccolo, Executive Director of Life Issues, Archdiocese of Washington, to present at St Ann’s on 10.16.08., “The Implementation of the ‘Pastoral Plan for Pro-Life Activities’ in the Archdiocese of Washington.”

     John Pisciotta (Economics, Baylor), Co-Director of Pro-Life Waco, organized and participated in the Waco “Life Chain” on “Annual National Life Chain Sunday (10.5.08).  John also participated in this year’s “40 Days for Life campaign” in Waco by praying the Rosary for Life with other members of Pro-Life Waco, outside a Waco Planned Parenthood facility (10.7.08).  On 10.12., he prepared a pasta and meatballs meal for a pro-life gathering in connection with Respect Life Month.

     Father James V.  Schall S.J. (Government, Georgetown) has published The Order of Things, San Francisco: Ignatius Press, 2007.  Forthcoming in November is his The Mind That Is Catholic: Philosophical and Political Essays, Catholic UP.

     Janet E. Smith (McGivney Chair of Life Ethics, Moral Theology Sacred Heart Major Seminary, Detroit) spoke at the John Paul II Cultural Center in Wash. DC.  Her paper was called “Contraception, Why Not?” (10.30.08).

     A book signing event was held for Phenomenology of the Human Person (Cambridge UP, 2008) by Msgr. Robert Sokolowski (Philosophy, Catholic University) at the Catholic Information Center in Washington, D.C. on 9.11.08. 

     Rachel M. McNair tells of her efforts on August 13 to get the American Psychological Association’s Task Force on Abortion (a group including no one opposed to abortion) to recognize the many studies that showed the link between abortion and psychological problems. She spoke with her usual courage, but the decision had been made.  

